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cruel and brutal natures, and never catching one glimpse of
celestial light ? Nay, when the question is between God
and man, does not the difference between the infant and
the philosopher or the statesman vanish into nothing ? All,
whatever figment of free-will may be set up, are equally
helpless in face of the surrounding influences which mould
their characters and their fate. Young children, the
heterodox declare, are innocent. Eut the theologian replies
with unanswerable truth, that God looks at the heart and
not at the actions, and that science and theology are at
one in declaring that in the child are the germs of the adult
man. If human nature is corrupt and therefore hateful to
God, Edwards is quite right in declaring that the bursting
bud must be as hateful as the full-grown tree. To beings
of a loftier order, to say nothing of a Being of infinite
power and wisdom, the petty race of man would appear as
helpless as insects appear to us, and the distinction between
the children or the ignorant, and the wise and full-grown,
an irrelevant refinement.
It is of course true that the patient reception of this and
similar doctrines would indicate at the present day a callous
heart or a perverted intellect Though, in the sphere of
abstract speculation, we cannot draw any satisfactory line
between the man and the infant, there is a wide gap to the
practical imagination. A man ought to be shocked when
confronted with this fearfully concrete corollary to his
theories. But the blame should be given where it is due.
The Calvinist is not to blame for the theory of universal law
which he shares with the philosopher, but for the theory
of damnation which he shares with the Arminian. The
hideous dogma is the existence of the prison-house, not the
belief that its inmates are sent there by God's inscrutable